
Delegates 

vote for 

increase 
 

   A clear majority of dele-
gates at the 2015 interna-
tional convention voted to 
raise the Kiwanis Interna-
tional dues by $10 annually. 

   While no formal decision 
has yet been made by the 
Noon Kiwanis Club’s Board 
of Directors, the club will 
likely not raise its dues this 
year by $10 to make up for 
the Kiwanis International 
increase. KI dues will then 
be $52 this coming year. 

   In addition, the Southwest 
District Kiwanis dues 
charged to our club will go 
up another $5 this coming 
year as well, as it has for the 
past two years. 

   At the international con-
vention, key staff members 
and the board of trustees 
said it was imperative that 
dues be raised in North 
America to ensure the or-
ganization’s financial viabil-
ity into the future. Many 
budget cuts have been en-
acted over the years in addi-
tion to staff layoffs. 

   The last KI dues increase 
was 12 years ago. The or-
ganization has suffered five 
straight years of operating 
losses. Membership num-
bers in North America have 
declined nearly 30 percent 
since 2005. 

   A secondary resolution 
tied to possible future dues 
increases was defeated at 
the convention, however. 

This is our spot? 
Saguaro Blvd. construction changes the Avenue intersection 

   The dust has yet to settle as 

the Town of Fountain Hills is in 

the middle of a nearly $8 million 

reconstruction project for the 

entire length of Saguaro Blvd. 

   To increase pedestrian safety 

and other factors, the town de-

cided to “shrink” the Saguaro-

Avenue of the Fountains inter-

section by extending the new 

medians once the improved 

roadway is complete. 

   This means the available 

space within the entire intersec-

tion has shrunk, creating a re-

duced surface area for our trail-

ers and other booths, along with 

the covered eating area, which 

have been located in that inter-

section for many years. 

   Our club has had some initial 

discussions with Chamber offi-

cials regarding the future layout 

of booths at that location during 

future art fairs, but as of this 

writing no decisions have yet 

Our perennial spot during the Chamber’s arts festivals is undergoing a massive change. 

A new water feature is being built at the visible corner. 

been announced by the Chamber of Commerce. Some 

adjustments will clearly have to be made at that intersec-

tion for future arts festival. 

   A “food court” area was created by the Chamber further 

up the Avenue at the last two art fairs on Verde River 

Drive, causing a stir among many of the service clubs that 

have operated food booths along the Avenue during fairs 

for many, many years. The food court was necessitated by 

renovations done to the Avenue Plaza, according to Cham-

ber officials. 

   Noon Kiwanis leadership has indicated it is attempting to 

get some early answers from the Chamber so proper plan-

ning can be put into effect for our important fundraising 

efforts this coming season. 

 

 

 

 

Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the world one child and one community at a time 

Kiwanis Kapers 
Official publication of the Kiwanis Club of Fountain Hills, AZ 

August 2015 



Fellow Kiwanians: 

   I hope these summer months have provided you and your family some quality and fun times 
sharing together life’s journey! I want to add my congratulations to the STARS Aktion Club 
whose wonderful activities have been duly featured in both our SWD Newsletter and the KI 
newsletter sent to ALL Aktion Club Advisors around the country! My personal thanks to Mike 
Scharnow, Charlie Fox, Rick Hopwood and Jon Geller for the support they have provided to 
these Aktion Club members as they continue to serve and share their talents and enthusiasm.  
I know the folks at Ronald McDonald House and Tumbleweed are certainly grateful for those 
sack lunches the guys and gals prepare each month! 

   In addition, kudos to all the Kiwanians from our Noon Club who have served meals at the 
Ronald McDonald House and the Phoenix Rescue Mission during July! I know several of our club 
members will be attending the SWD Convention in Tucson, on August 7 – 8, 2015. I’ll be there 
in spirit and look forward to hearing about the good things happening in Tucson and throughout 
the Southwest Kiwanis District!  

   Continuing my convention comments last month, there were over 70 workshops offered 
throughout the day on Thursday. I attended “Partnering to Increase Your Service Impact”; 
“How to Make Your Members Feel Important and Needed”; “Signature Food Projects” (“We 
Flip for Kids” – giant pancake carnival in Fargo, N.D.); “Early Childhood Education”; “The Formu-
la:  Young Professionals”; “Signature Projects:  Health & Safety” (Bike Rodeo – Roswell, Geor-
gia); and “Signature Projects:  Parks & Playgrounds” (All ages inclusive playground – Quincy, 
Ill.). I will present greater detail in a PowerPoint presentation at our Noon Club meeting on 
September 17, but will share a couple of things that really stand out as possibilities for our 
club in the future. I think we can do much more to support the healthy development of children 
in the youngest years of their lives. This might take the form of reading programs, tutoring, or 
supporting pre-school participation for those families in our community that cannot afford the 
enrollment tuition. Also, we might explore an activity such as a Bike Rodeo in our community 
that includes partnerships with the police and fire departments and our bike shops to promote 
fun races and safety education for youngsters. 

   In the closing celebration on Saturday, Kiwanis International President-designate Sue 
Petrisin challenged Kiwanians to “do what they do best:  help those in need! Children are our 
future! That’s why I’ve chosen to save a baby a day. I hope you’ll join me!” As of July 16, 2015, 
KI has raised $91 million in cash and pledges toward their Eliminate goal of $110 million by De-
cember 31. A very beautiful and touching closing video entitled “Kiwanis:  Our Next One Hun-
dred Years” includes these memorable lines we must all take to heart: “We know very clearly 
now the job that must be done, working to give help and health and hope to everyone; so let’s 
all work together now for every boy and girl, our goal is very simple -– serve the children of 
the world!” 

 “Each One, Reach (Out To) One!” 

A WORD FROM PRESIDENT AL ROSELIEB 
Kiwanis: our next 100 years 
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Serving kids 
Visits to Ronald McDonald House solidify club’s commitment 

   Noon Kiwanians in the past three months have 

made two trips to the Ronald McDonald House 

(Roanoke) in Phoenix. Both the May and July out-

ings proved fruitful, as many families staying at 

the facility took advantage of home-cooked 

meals. 

   “These trips are becoming a favorite pastime 

for our club,” said President Al Roselieb. “These 

families are enduring terrible things with their 

children in the hospital. They can relax for a bit 

during our dinners and enjoy our good food.” 

   The July trip featured a summer cookout with 

grilled burgers and hot dogs. The Kiwanis con-

tingent also brought along a health supply of 

squirt guns and sidewalk chalk, providing plenty 

of  fun play for the kids. Approximately 70 burg-

ers and dogs were served up for the evening, 

along with plenty of side dishes and other good-

ies, all adding up to a successful evening. Anoth-

er outing is scheduled to the Roanoke house in 

September. 

   “Thanks to everyone who has participated re-

cently,” said President-Elect Mike Scharnow. “It 

is one of the best, if not the best, service project 

that we perform on behalf of the kids.” 

This fun-loving Kiwanis group traveled to Roanoke in May. 

Kids enjoy the 

sidewalk 

chalk, above, 

while Fr. John 

LesCallett 

and Ed Co-

hen actually 

got to hold 

babies at the 

July dinner, 

left. Notice, 

however, that 

grandma 

wasn’t too far 

away... 

Pat Costa and Jo Nelson ensure that everyone 

gets enough to eat at Ronald McDonald. 

Kristin Shore and son Garrett 

get the squirt guns ready. 
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Celebrating 100 years 
   Noon Kiwanis Club President Al Roselieb attend-

ed the recent international convention in Indianap-

olis, Ind. along with assistant club secretary Phyllis 

Horan and Mike and Brenda Scharnow. 

   It was an historic occasion given the fact that Ki-

wanis International was celebrating its 100th anni-

versary and that it was being held in Indianapolis, 

the headquarters of KI. 

   It was also unique given how each of the mem-

bers arrived at the same location for the conven-

tion. President Al, taking a summer respite in Illi-

nois, simply jumped in his car and drove down a 

few hours to Indiana for the event. Phyllis took the 

more traditional approach and hopped on a plane 

at Sky Harbor International Airport and flew into 

the Hoosier State from Phoenix. Mike and Brenda 

decided to take the long way, leaving on their Har-

ley motorcycle from Phoenix and planning a two-

week vacation, culminating with a three-day stop 

at the international convention. They put on 5,000 

miles during their cross-country cycle trek. 

   At the convention, it was announced that KI has 

raised in donations and pledges more than $91 

million for the Eliminate Project. Key Club Interna-

tional pledged another $3 million at the conven-

tion as part of that above total. 

   Cooks prepared 240 gallons of IHOP’s famous 

buttermilk pancake batter for the Monumental 

Pancake Lunch. Kiwanis members and Indy resi-

dents lined the circle to enjoy 12,000 pancakes, 

189 gallons of maple syrup, 94 pounds of butter 

and 625 gallons of coffee. More than $6,100 was 

given to the Eliminate Project. 

   Nearly 2,000 club and individual supporters 

commemorated fundraising success during an 

exclusive celebration event for the Eliminate Pro-

ject. KI will have two women leaders the next two 

years — Sue Petrisin and Jane Erickson. In fact, 

Erickson will be at the SWD convention in Tucson 

in August. Kiwanis will be the first major world-

wide service organization to have a woman as its 

international president. James Rochford of Peoria, 

Ill. was elected vice president at the convention.  

   Delegates also approved allowing greater flexi-

bility in club meeting frequency and clarified pro-

visions regarding club satellites. 

   The major challenge issued was to look ahead at 

the next 100 years — where is Kiwanis going and 

how do we get there? Celebrating the first century 

of service is a landmark, indeed, but how does the 

organization continue to grow and progress in its 

second century of service? The answer depends 

on all of us, doesn’t it? 

 

Indianapolis convention marks historic Kiwanis occasion 

The main exhibit hall featuring booths, vendors and other displays. 

The Scharnows, Phyllis Horan and President Al Roselieb enjoying a ballgame. 

Taking a 

break at 

Rocky 

Mountain 

National 

Park on the 

way to In-

dianapolis. 
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Kiwanis International through the ages… 

Downtown Indianapolis was full of Kiwanis banners and other signs. 

A giant pancake breakfast was served in the 

outdoors to raise money for Eliminate. 

Convention hall was packed during the general sessions. 

Sue Petrisin will be-

come the first female 

international presi-

dent in the organiza-

tion’s history starting 

in October. 
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Helping Youth Theater 
The Noon Kiwanis Club recently presented a $500 

donation to the Fountain Hills Youth Theater. Accept-

ing the grant were, left, Randy Beard and Val Stasik. 

They announced a new youth outreach program the 

theater is offering and thanked the club for its many 

years of support. 

Project Linus blankets 
Jeanette Davis from Project Linus came to one of our 

meetings earlier this summer to explain what their 

volunteers do and accept a $250 donation from our 

club. Hand-made blankets of all types are given to 

children in hospitals 

and emergency 

situations, giving 

them a “security 

blanket” of sort 

during rough times. 

The money will be 

used to buy materi-

als. Volunteers 

work all year-

round. 

Aktion Club continues to serve 

   Our STARS Aktion Club remains an active Service Leadership Project 

for our club and is going as strong as ever. 

   Recent write-ups displayed in the Southwest District newsletter as well 

as in a Kiwanis International e-mail blast that was distributed to all Aktion 

Club advisors throughout the country demonstrate the growing position 

of this club and its dedication to service. 

   The Aktion Club for developmentally disabled adults meets the first and 

third Tuesday of each month at Scottsdale Training and Rehabilitation 

Services, just “over the hill” at Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd. and Via Linda. 

Members have been making peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, along 

with other goodies for sack lunches, that are delivered to Ronald McDon-

ald House and/or Tumbleweed (homeless teens). They also have been 

making monthly visits to Extended Hands Food Bank to volunteer at that 

organization. 

   Any Kiwanian is invited to help with this club and volunteer alongside 

these adults who truly appreciate our organization and the many worth-

while things it is doing toward community service. 

Aktion Clubbers with advisors Charlie Fox and Rick Hopwood recently visit-

ed one of our luncheon meetings to update us on happenings. 

Aktion Club mem-

bers hard at work 

crafting peanut but-

ter and jelly sand-

wiches at the STARS 

facility during a club 

meeting. 

Aktion Club advisor 

Charlie Fox shows off 

the finished product 

before delivering the 

sack lunches to the 

Ronald McDonald 

House in Phoenix. 
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Community blood drives 

   It might be the middle of summer, but that doesn’t mean our club 

slows down when it comes to hosting community blood drives in coop-

eration with the Town of Fountain Hills and United Blood Services. 

   Blood drive coordinators Paul Appeldorn and Dr. Liz Smith have al-

ready started promoting the next drive, which is slated for Friday and 

Saturday, Aug. 21-22, at the Fountain Hills Community Center. 

   As part of the “Summer Drive to Save Lives,” those who donate blood 

between June 1 and Aug. 31 will automatically have their names en-

tered to win a 2015 Golf, donated by Valley Volkswagen Dealers. Do-

nors also can earn two more chances to win. 

   Our club is proud to be involved with the community blood drives and 

the tremendous efforts done by Paul and Liz to bring in more donors 

each time. The more donors, the more lives are saved! During the June 

drive, for example, UBS collected 139 units of blood products, bringing 

the Fountain Hills total for the year to 413. There were a number of new 

donors for that drive, and they are invited back for the August drive. 

Thanks to Sofrita and Little Caesars for their food contributions to the 

drive. 

 

Bernie and Marcia Hoenle volunteered at the last drive along with 

blood drive coordinator Dr. Liz Smith. 

Local firefighters donated blood during the June drive. 

Helping out B&G Club 

The Noon Kiwanis Club recently donated $1,000 to 

the Fountain Hills McKee Branch of the Boys & Girls 

Clubs of Greater Scottsdale. Accepting the check 

was Janet Grom, education coordinator for the 

branch. The three other girls came to enjoy lunch 

with us and show off a dance routine they’ve been 

learning at the facility adjacent to Four Peaks Park. 

Prizm Award 

On behalf of the Noon Kiwanis Club, immediate past 

president Mike Scharnow accepted a Prizm Award 

from Val Stasik, executive director of the Fountain 

Hills Theater. The club was recognized by FHT for its 

commitment to community service and its long-

standing financial support of the community theater 

since the mid-1990s. The club particularly likes the 

funds to go to the Youth Theater, since the Kiwanis 

mission obviously is serving the children of the 

world. We thank the FHT for its recognition of our 

efforts all these years! 



  August 4    Aktion Club meeting at STARS 

  August 6    Luncheon meeting; Extended Hands Food Bank 

  August 7-8   SWD annual convention in Tucson 

  August 13   NO MEETING 

  August 18   Aktion club meeting at STARS      

  August 20   Luncheon meeting; FH Mentor Program 

  August 21-22   Community blood drive 

  August 23   Make dinner for Ronald McDonald House (Mesa) 

  August 27   NO MEETING 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
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Each one reach one! 

Ben Fast, center, became the 12th new member to be inducted into the Noon 

Kiwanis fold. His sponsor was Ken Brown, right. Ben has lived in Fountain Hills 

for many years and is looking forward to getting more involved in various ser-

vice projects organized by our club. President Al set a goal of 20 new members 

for his year, and we are more than halfway there. It’s still possible. They won’t 

join unless they’re asked! 

Kiwanians invited to 

hand out awards 
   In cooperation with the principal at 

McDowell Mountain Elementary School, 

Mrs. D, we’re going to be expanding our 

Terrific Kids program throughout the school 

year. 

   We are encouraging at least one member 

to travel to the school each Thursday morn-

ing to meet the MMES Terrific Kids winners 

and hand them their certificates and other 

prizes. You can even get in the picture with 

them for the newspaper.  

   This will give us the opportunity to meet 

our Terrific Kids throughout the school year 

and represent our Kiwanis club in person 

on a weekly basis. We can encourage the 

students and thank them in person for being 

Terrific Kids. We can send a short note 

home to the parents congratulating them! 

   A sign-up sheet will be available at the 

upcoming August meetings and beyond. 


